CSA Declaration draft

Preamble

All over Europe, people are coming together to regain control of their food, from production to distribution to consumption. We are building systems centered on our local communities. We are joining forces to achieve food sovereignty, by reclaiming our right to define our own food and agricultural systems.
The time is ripe to address the disastrous effects of the industrial food system. Food is too important to merely treat it as a commodity. 

The Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) movement can bring about a wide range of benefits for all. We are many, varied and united.  We are stepping up in solidarity – taking responsibility – to create socially responsible, economically viable and environmentally sustainable food systems.

Already in Europe hundreds of thousands of people have proven that CSA works, by creating a variety of practices, initiatives and networks based on common values. 

Building upon the existing charters and experiences, this declaration aims to lay down the common ground for this CSA movement to flourish. 

Definition
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) is a direct partnership based on the human relationship between a group of consumers and one or several producer(s), whereby the risks, responsibilities and rewards of farming are shared, through a long-term, binding agreement. 
CSA guiding principles

CSA is not a static model. Like a garden it is dynamic: it evolves and grows through daily care. However, we agree on some basic principles as our common ground to grow the CSA movement.

· Responsible care for the land and other commons through Agroecology 

· Food as a common good rather than a commodity

· Human scale farming and production adapted to local realities with fair working conditions

· Respect for the environment and animal welfare

· Fresh, local, seasonal, healthy and diverse food accessible to all 

· Community building through direct and long term relationships with shared responsibility, risks and rewards

· Active participation based on trust, understanding, respect, transparency and cooperation

· Mutual support and solidarity.

BUILD / DEVELOP / EMPOWER 
We want to build a strong coalition of CSAs and CSA networks across Europe to: 

·  Show the benefits of CSA for the whole of society

·  Strengthen the CSA movement and help new CSAs to flourish

·  Act as a voice for CSA communities to bring about change in European policy  and agriculture to benefit above mentioned principles

·  Work together with other social and solidarity economy movements

·  Enable sharing of knowledge and skills between CSAs in different countries

·  Link up organisations and individuals that are working to support CSA

·  Empower and educate people to act and develop the movement. 

We are a grassroots movement: we believe that the power of CSA is in pragmatic, everyday action and face-to-face relationships. We are connecting with each other, with the farmers in our communities and with the living soil beneath our feet: this is our Common Ground.

